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my puzzle. If the Congress is not trusted, how can it give co-
operation? The welfare of India is a common interest between
you and me and the Congress. The Congress does not live for
anything else than the welfare of India and I have myself no
other aim in living this life. It may be that I and the Congress
are going the wrong way about it. I am open to correction and
conviction. So I would request you all to study the situation in the
light of my speech and I shall be glad to answer any questions
that you may put to me based on my speech for better under-
standing and for my own guidance,

Q,. Will you co-operate with the working of the various R. T. G. Com-
mittees, which would commence work in India soon if all the Ordinances are
withdrawn ?

A. I have already explained that the Ordinances block the
way. Firstly, the Ordinances must go. Secondly, the Congress
must be satisfied that its goal can be reached through co-operation
with the Committees. I can hold out no hope of the Congress
reducing its demands. But if the Congress is satisfied that the
door is open for argument and negotiation in regard to its de-
mands, I would advise the Congress to tender its co-operation in
the work of the Committees.

Q,. Before condemning these Ordinances as you have done, why don't
you please proceed to the Provinces where these Ordinances are in force and
study the conditions there personally and see if they are not jxistified?

A. I would be most glad to do so if the Government permit-
ted me to do so, I have tried several times to go to the Frontier
Province. But on all these occasions the Government have stood
in the way, at least the Government have not shown any en-
couragement for this move of co-operation. I am divulging no
official secret to you when I say that when the Delhi Pact was
signed, Ghaffar Khan was on the brain of the Executive. I re-
quested Lord Irwin to allow me to go to the Frontier. But Lord
Irwin, after consultation with the Commissioner of the Frontier,
came to the conclusion that it was a dangerous thing to send me
there. (Laughter) I was told that I would create ferment there
and whatever I might say would be misinterpreted to the tribes-
men. (Laughter) I tried another time in Simla with Lord
Willingdon with no better success. I could have proceeded without
taking permission, but I did not want to embarrass the Govern-
ment. If the Government would permit me to proceed to the
Frontier tomorrow, I shall rush to that place. So, if those of you
here who have got the ear of the Government can procure for